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Although tradition has it that popular educa- 


tion was one of the original doctrines of the 
American people, in practice free and universal 
education did not get under way until near the 
middle of the nineteenth century and is by no 
means completely obtained at the present time. 
It is, in fact, largely to the agitation of organized 
labor a hundred years ago that we owe the begin- 
ning of the public school system. The organized 
workers looked upon education as the real hope 
in their struggle to improve their lot, and in 1829 
public education took its place at the head of the 
labor reforms demanded by the Workingmen’s 
party of Philadelphia. In March, 1834, the trade 
unions of the country, in a convention in New 
York City called to consider the ‘professional 
monopoly of education,” urged the necessity of an 
“equal, universal, republican system of educa- 
tion.” The next year the convention demanded 
the establishment of free libraries in towns and 
cities “for the use and benefit of mechanics and 
workingmen.” 
Labor’s Fight for Free Schools 

Labor never tired of pointing out the deficiencies 
in the educational system then existing. It called 
attention to the fact that public schools were 
irankly for the poor alone, and for the pauper poor 
at that. Such an ideal of education had a charitable 
flavor odious to American workingmen and incon- 
sistent with democratic pretensions. It was in 
their opinion on a false basis and inadequate, being 
limited to “a simple acquaintance with words and 


ciphers.” It left the great mass ignorant even of 
clementary matters, there being 1,000,000 child 
illiterates in the country in 1833, New York alone 
having 80,000 of them. The Pennsylvania workers 
stated that in their whole commonwealth outside 
of Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and Lancaster, no pub- 
lic education existed and that in those cities pau- 
perism was its only foundation. They accordingly 
urged the establishment of infant schools, thus 
foreshadowing the modern kindergarten, manual 
training schools, and better instruction in order to 
produce as far as possibie a “just disposition, vir- 
tuous habits, and rational self-governing charac- 
ter.” The public school system advocated by them 
was to be supported by public taxation and to be 
extended to all classes alike, so that no pupil 
need be labeled a pauper in order to obtain an 
clementary education. 

Today the public school system of our country 
is facing a crisis. The depression has reduced na- 
tional income over 50 per cent. The result is 
revenues from taxes are greatly reduced. Those 
responsible for government are looking for ways 
to curtail governmental expenses. There is an in- 
fluential group, headed by bankers in some local- 
ities, that is demanding curtailment of expendi- 
tures for educational purposes. Already school 
revenues are greatly reduced. Teachers’ salaries 
have been cut, the curriculum contracted, the 
supervisory force reduced. and greatly 
mereased in size. In some localities schools have 
heen closed completely. 

This brings us face to face with the problem of 


classes 


EDUCATION AT CRO 


Radio Address by Paul Sharrenberg, Secretary California State Federation of Labor, 


Station K PO, San Francisco, 6:30 p.m., March 4, 1933 


deciding whether the educational opportunities of 
today and tomorrow shall be greatly curtailed, 
thereby definitely limiting the equipment of our 
citizenry. A democratic government is conditioned 
by the intelligence and education of its citizens. 

The organized labor movement, which was 
largely responsible for the establishment of the 
public school system, now has the responsibility 
for defending it and maintaining a priority for 
social values as a primary principle in public 
policy. Children should have priority. They are in 
no way responsible for the present depression, 
though they may have to deal with some of the 
problems growing out of it. They should be thor- 
oughly equipped for the task. 

The Recent Citizens’ Conference 

In order to prepare a program to help commu- 
nities decide educational problems in our present 
emergency, the President of the United States 
called a Citizens’ Conference on the Crisis in Edu- 
cation, which met in Washington recently. The 
American Federation of Labor was represented in 
this conference and submitted the following pro- 
posals: 

“The American Federation of Labor believes 
our public school system is a national institution 
of permanent importance in achieving those pur- 
poses for which society is organized. The whole 
of national progress is conditioned by the intel- 
lectual and moral development of its citizens. To 
keep progress sustained we must constantly guard 
the welfare of our children. Development of each 
succeeding generation must take precedence over 
other responsibilities. While this emergency calls 
for economies everywhere and retrenchments in 
many fields, we must guard against retrenchment 


LABOR TO THE FRONT 


“Labor should be given greater recogni- 
tion in the affairs of government, and its 
spokesmen should be given representation 
upon boards and commissions exercising gov- 
ernmental functions,” says John L. Lewis, 
president of the United Mine Workers. 
“During the period of the world war labor 
was given such recognition, and inasmuch as 
the nation is now confronted with an emer- 
gency even more grave than was the case 
during the years of 1917 and 1918 labor 
should again be given its seat at the council 
table. 


“If given the right to organize in our 
major industries labor can police those in- 
dustries against communism, or any other 
false and destructive philosophy, more effi- 
ciently than can the government itself. 
American labor has in the past demonstrated 
its patriotism and its desire to stand behind 
and protect the accredited institutions of our 
land. 

“If labor is accorded its fundamental 
rights it can render great service in the pres- 
ent crisis.” 


which reduces the educational opportunities of 
children. Any curtailment in educational oppor- 
tunities reduces our chances for having a trained 
citizenry, conscious of their capacities and able to 
use their human resources to greatest advantage. 
We believe that educational services must develop 
progressively with the increasing complexity and 
inter-relationship in social life. We cannot curtail 
essential governmental even in a de- 
pression. 

“We believe that public weliare demands there 
should be no lowering of standards of education 
or curtailment of services or activities. Salary cuts, 
employment of teachers with lower standards, cur- 
tailment of the school year, or unduly increasing 
the standard teacher load are incompatible with 
this social policy. 

“We recognize that the decline in national in- 
come makes economies essential and forces in- 
quiries into methods of financing. We believe that 
the unit cost of education can be lowered by wise 
economies. This should be done by economies and. 
not cuts in salary scales. The morale of the teach- 
ing force is essential to maintenance of educational 
standards. Economies come from elimination of 
wastes and better administrative methods. Ser- 
vices essential to social progress must not fluctu- 
ate with the business cycles, but must he assured 
a permanent. basis. 

Responsibility Shared by All 
* “\While emergency conditions do not form the 
developing permanent governmental 
policies, yet we cannot develop emergency policies 
without reference to our permanent social and po- 
litical philosophy. Nor can we plan our educa- 
tional financial program without reference to ex- 
penditures for other services. Approximately 25 
per cent of local tax collections are expended for 
education. Local tax provisions have had to face 
the problem of declining national income and 
rapidly mounting demands for relief for the unem- 
ployed. Although responsibility for unemployment 


services 


basis for 


relief is a fundamental governmental responsibility 
to be shared by all units—national, state and local 
—major responsibility has been shifted to the local 
unit. When the state and national governments 
their proportional responsibilities, there 
will not be such a heavy drain on local resources 
and the school emergency will be somewhat re- 
lieved. We urge the formulation of a national un- , 
employment relief program together with neces- 
sary appropriations. The immediate enactment of 
such legislation would make it possible for local 
governments to carry on their essential services 
and assume their share of the emergency load. 
“Provisions to meet the depression needs must 
be borne by the federal government This should 
he done before local resources are further diverted 
irom their proper purposes. The present policy of 
loans from the Reconstruction Finance Corpori- 
tion only after all resources are exhausted is un- 
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Wise. 
“We urge further that the Reconstruction [i- 
nance Corporation be empowered to make loans 


(Continued on Page Two) 
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Assembly Passes Bill 
For State-Wide Vote 
On Repeal Resolution 


Passage by the Assembly Monday of the Horn- 
blower bill, providing for a state convention to 


ratify the proposed amendment repealing the 
eighteenth amendment, brought forth a challenge 
trom the dry forces, headed by Dr. Arthur H. 
Briggs, state superintendent of the Anti-Saloon 
League. 

Efforts of the drys to amend the measure so 
that the delegates would be chosen by congres- 
sional districts instead of at large were unavailing 
in the lower house. But the same move will now 
be made in the Senate. 

The Hornblower bill, which provides for the 
election of the twenty-two delegates to the con- 
vention by state-wide, rather than district ballot- 
ing, now goes to the Senate for action there. 

Nominations will be made by petition, and the 
persons whose petitions carry the greatest number 
of voters’ signatures will have their names on the 
ballot. 

Utilities Tax Bill Blocked 


By a substantial margin the State Senate last 
week blocked efforts to pass the Clowdsley bill 
increasing public utility rates. 

The bill had passed the Assembly. It proposed 
increases in tax rates for state Purposes paid by 
gas and electric companies, telephone and _tele- 
graph companies and by refrigerator car com- 
panies, but lowered the rates on the railroads. 

The rejection of the measure was upon a vote 
to suspend the constitution so that the bill might 
be taken up immediately without going through 
routine of the Senate. 

A two-thirds majority was needed to accomplish 
this move, or twenty-seven votes. But the pro- 
ponents of the bill only mustered eighteen votes 
as against twenty-two opposed to the measure. 

Senator Inman, leader of the fight for the bill, 
later changed his vote from “aye” to “no” and 
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gave notice that he would ask reconsideration of 
the vote. 

The proposed increases in rates were estimated 
by the State Tax Research Bureau to bring in 
an additional $12,000,000 in state revenue bien- 
nially. 

Assault on Labor Agencies 

The bush Fact Finding Committee has recom- 
mended abolition of the following state agencies: 

Division of immigration and housing, saving 
$183,400; division of hotel and apartment building 
construction because of duplication of work: in- 
dustrial welfare commission, with the work of this 
agency to be absorbed by the division of labor 
and law enforcement; curtailment of branch offices 
of the division of labor law enforcement at Stock- 
ton, El Centro, Bakersfield, Santa Barbara, Long 
Seach, San Jose and Oakland were also recom- 
mended, to save $50,000. 

Sweeping reductions in salaries of state em- 
ployees, estimated to save more than $7,000,000 
every two years, were recommended in a report 
issued last week by the State Senate Fact Finding 
Committee. 

————_@___—_———__ 


CHICAGO SHOEMAKERS STRIKE 


Employees of three Chicago shoe factories—the 
Myer Rudolph Company, Fashion Built Company 
and the Irving Shoe Company—went on strike for 
the forty-eight-hour week and an increase of 20 
per cent in the piece-work scale. The strikers said 
forty-eight hours is the regular time, but in busy 
seasons, which include Sunday work, the stretch 
is seventy and even eighty hours. 

o_______ 


Miss Perkins’ Appointment Is 
Disappointing to Labor’s Hosts 


The American Federation of Labor “can never 
become reconciled” to the selection of Miss Fran- 
ces Perkins to the position of Secretary of labor 
in President Roosevelt’s Cabinet, declared William 
Green, president of the Federation, in a statement 
aiter it was officially announced that Miss Perkins 
had been chosen for that position. Green’s state- 
ment said: 

“The officers and members of the American 
Federation of Labor are keenly disappointed over 
President Roosevelt’s selection of a secretary of 
labor. 

“Labor has consistently contended that the De- 
partment of Labor should be what its name im- 
plies, and that the secretary of labor should be 
representative of labor, one who understands labor, 
labor’s problems, labor’s psychology, collective 
bargaining, industrial relations and one who en- 
joys the confidence of labor. 

“In the opinion of labor the newly appointed 
secretary of labor does not meet these qualifica- 
tions. Labor can never become reconciled te the 
selection made.” 
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(Continued from Page One) 


at a low rate to states for educational purposes, 
including loans equal to that part of delinquent 
taxes that would be allocated to educational pur- 
poses. Such loans would be amply secured by the 
Property upon which the taxes were assessed. The 
loan would provide a tax moratorium for our own 
citizens. 


“We recognize this is not a time to recommend 
new taxes, but we believe that judicious use of 
resources available and use of federal credit will 
enable us to weather the emergency without such 
injury to our children as would result from low- 
ered educational standards. The ultimate purpose 
in education and in all other public services is 
development and conservation of social values.” 


This, in brief, is the attitude of the American 
Federation of Labor. In conclusion, I want to say 
a few words about attacks upon education in Cali- 
fornia. There is a well organized group in Cali- 
fornia so concerned with the amount of money 
spent for education that they would reduce the 
compulsory age for school attendance from 18 to 
16 years. Such a bill has been introduced in the 
present Legislature. 

In addition to turning loose upon the labor mar- 
ket literally thousands of young people between 
16 and 18 years of age, the proposed legislation 
will still further increase the appalling number of 
these adolescents who can not hope to secure em- 
ployment and would, therefore, be forced to loaf 
about the communities, the state and the nation. 
Hundreds of thousands of these young men are 
now hitch-hiking over the major highways of the 
nation. This large group constitutes a social men- 
ace to our public welfare. They are the group from 
which our criminals are recruited. The records of 
juvenile courts and social agencies indicate that 
the vast majority of our problem cases come froim 
this out-of-school group. If society must pay a 
bill for the control of these young people, why 
should it not be paid for the prevention of juve- 
nile delinquency rather than for the cure of it after 
it has occurred? 

Assembly Bill No. 33, now in the hands of the 
Education Committee of the Assembly, calls for 
the repeal of the sections of our School Code 
which provide for the maintenance of continua- 
tion schools or classes for those under 18 years 
of age who have left the full-time high school 
before graduation. Can California afford to pay 
the relatively small sum necessary to protect these 
young people during the most formative period 
of their lives as well as to safeguard the welfare 
of her adult unemployed? 

Finally, I want to call attention to the attack 
upon free text books. Some years ago the people 
of the State of California, anxious to make pro- 
Vision for equality of educational opportunity, set 
up a text book fund. The furnishing of these books, 
which are second in importance only to the teach- 
ing staff, amounted to 65 cents per pupil last year. 
Governor Rolph’s proposed budget calls for a re- 
duction of approximately 30 per cent. This means 
that either our children must go without their 
school books or the local taxpayers must assume 
an additional burden in the way of local taxes. 

A drastic slash such as that proposed by the 
governor of California means the hazard of in- 
sufficient educational equipment; it involves dan- 
ger to the health of the school children and to 
the entire community for the use of books past 
the stage of reasonable wear and of sanitary con- 
dition. 

The California Legislature must answer these 
attacks upon our public schools within the next 
few weeks, and organized labor of California wel- 
comes the co-operation of all citizens to defeat 
these ill-conceived backward steps. 
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Federation Opposes 
Text Book ‘Economy’ 


A circular letter addressed to the unions and 
central labor unions of the state has just been 
issued by the executive council of the California 
State Federation of Labor, calling attention to the 
fact that the governor’s budget calls for a decrease 
in the state school book fund of approximately 
30 per cent. For the present biennium the expen- 
ditures for free text books distributed to elemen- 
tary and junior high schools will amount to 
$1,025,105.08. The proposed appropriation calls for 
$681,180, or a reduction of $313,925.08. 

“Although the cost of free text books furnished 
by the state is but approximately one-half of 1 per 
cent of the total expenditures for education,” the 
circular says, “the educational service rendered by 
the text books is second in importance only to the 
teacher. As drastic reductions in expenditures for 
equipment and supplies are being made by school 
districts throughout the state, the role of the text 
book becomes even more important. Any reduction 
in the supply of text books furnished the boys and 
girls in our schools will have a disastrous effect 
on the entire educational program. 

“Under the present system, the free text books 
furnished elementary and junior high school pupils 
by the state constitute but approximately one-half 
of the free books furnished pupils in these grades, 
the remaining one-half of the cost of text books 
being met by the school districts themselves. 

“With the drastic reductions made in school 
district budgets, the districts have severely reduced 
the number of books furnished by this source. The 
schools are now operating on a greatly reduced 
supply of books. Any further reduction of jree 
text books by the state will further cripple the 
school program. School districts, now beariny in- 
tolerable tax burdens, will be unable to make up 
for the shortage in the number of books furnished 
by the state and the pupils will suffer as a result 

“With the increased school enrollment during 
the next biennium due to normal 
growth and the regular demand for free test 
books, the decrease of over $300,000 in the appro- 
priation will result in the supply of free text books 
being exhausted long before the end of the second 
school year of the biennium, and school children 
throughout the state will be deprived of necessary 
tools of learning. 


population 


“We strongly urge you to immediately get in 
touch with your senator and members of the As- 
sembly in Sacramento, and request them to resist 
the drastic reduction for the text book fund pro- 
posed by the governor.” 
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FOREIGN WORKERS IN GERMANY 


Foreigners desiring to work in Germany must 
have a government permit under recently inaugu- 
rated regulations, according to a statement by 
Douglas Miller, assistant commercial attache of 
the United States embassy in Berlin. 
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CROOKED FINANCIER CONVICTED 

Alexander D. Robinson, former vice-president 
and treasurer of the. closed Northwestern Trust 
Company of Philadelphia, has been convicted of 
embezzlement and misapplication of $482,000 of 
the bank’s funds. Judge James J. Gordon, before 
whom Robinson was tried, said: “The verdict is 
just. It is a solemn warning that should be burned 
into the consciences of all banking officers of all 
grades that a betrayal of their high trust in the 
handling of the people’s money will bring a swift 
and sure reckoning.” 

————— @&__——__ 
CHICAGO PRESSMEN APPEAL 

Chicago Web Pressmen’s Union No. 7 has ap- 
pealed to the International Arbitration Board 
against a decision of Federal Judge John P. 
Barnes in arbitration proceedings between the 
union and Chicago newspaper publishers. The 
appeal is against Judge Barnes’ refusal of the 
union’s request for an increased number of men 
on the press crews of the newspapers. The pub- 
lishers also plan to appeal, asking reconsideration 
of their counter proposal, demanding a wage cut, 
which was overruled by the judge. 

WILL ORGANIZE CHAIN STORES 

Complete organization of all chain store em- 
ployees will be brought about as soon after Con- 
gress adjourns as possible, according to an exclu- 
sive statement by William Green, president of the 
American Federation of Labor, copyrighted by 
“Grocery Trade News.” This is in accord with 
the resolution adopted at the recent convention 
in Cincinnati, and Green said that the officers of 
the federation would carry out the instructions as 
soon as they were at liberty to take it. 

—_——_—__—_ }- 
WITHIN THE LINE OF VISION 

Maybe it would be better to have none but big 
banks. The R. F. C. can see big ones.—Syracuse 
“Post-Standard.” 


President Seats Takes Charge 


Of Illinois Miners’ Organization 
President John L. Lewis of the United Mine 
Workers of America announces that the interna- 
tional organization has taken over the Illinois 
branch, at the request of the state officers, accord- 
ing to a dispatch from Springfield. 

The international union will reorganize the 
Illinois union and assume the obligation of the 
existing wage agreement between the Illinois Coal 
Operators’ Association and the Illinois miners. 

William Kee, chief state counsel of the U. M. 
W. A., has taken steps to dissolve the injunction 
issued in the Sangamon County Circuit Court in 
1929, which restrained Lewis from interfering in 
Illinois affairs. 

The action to give President Lewis control of 
the Illinois union was taken, union officers said, 
because of insolvency of the organization, due to 
losses in bank failures and a drop in dues. 
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Eminent Lawyer Urges 
GovernmentOwnership 


Government ownership and operation of the 
railroads was urged as the best solution of the 
railroad problem by Samuel Untermeyer of New 
York in an address before the University Club of 
Los Angeles recently. 

“It should be possible to acquire the roads at 
this time,” he said, “well within $10,000,000,000, 
which is at least $3,000,000,000 above their value 
based upon present market quotations. It is, I be- 
lieve, above what the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission would be likely to appraise their physical 
value based on the reduced valuation of the aver- 
age of the past few years.” 

“Outlandish Salaries” 

Untermeyer vigorously condemned the out- 
landish salaries paid railroad executives and placed 
responsibility on the bankers for a large portion 
of the difficulties in which the railroad owners 
find themselves. 


“At the close of 1932,” he said, “there were over 
1000 railroad executives still receiving, after re- 
ductions due to the depression, salaries ranging 
from $125,000 per year down and many of them 
unnecessary. 

“That probably largely accounts for the failure 
thus far to make more substantial progress toward 
consolidating the roads under the transportation 
act. 

Overpaid Executives an Obstacle 

“That interest, supported by the banks to whom 
they largely owe their positions, is certain to be 
a factor in opposition to government ownership, 
although the useful executives would not suffer 
from the change of ownership, with the possible 
exception of the many who are grossly overpaid. 

“Not the least advantage of government owner- 
ship,” he continued, “will be the scrapping of the 
fallacy of applying the anti-trust laws to a natural 
regulated monopoly such as the railroads. It is as 
absurd as the economic waste involved in the 
application of those laws to our natural resources. 
We should end the whole fiasco at the same time.” 
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Prosperity for the Prosperous 

Charles E. Mitchell, chairman of the great Na- 
tional City Bank of New York, told a Senate com- 
mittee that he received “bonuses” of about $3,500,- 
000 in 1927, 1928 and 1929. The bonus payments 
were in addition to his salary of $25,000 a year, 
according to the American Federation of Labor 
“Weekly News.” 

Mitcheli was not the only “big man” to receive 
an exorbitant salary and bonuses during the years 
of so-called prosperity. Executives of railroads, 
steel corporations and many other lines of busi- 
ness received huge incomes. 

The big incomes of business executives were one 
reason why thousands of their employees received 
low pay. The workers had to take low pay in order 
that the “big money” could go to the men at the 
top. The “boom years” were not years of pros- 
perity for all. Millions of wage earners received 
small pay, in many cases near mere enistence 
levels, which was a big factor in bringing on one 
of the worst depressions in the nation’s history. 

---—____—_ 
Justice for American Negro 

A political writer records the fact that Senator 
Dill of Washington has introduced in Congress 2 
bill to prevent the Pullman company from ousting 
negro porters in favor of Filipinos or Japanese in 
club cars. He intimates that it is a move to hold 
the negro vote, unusually large in behalf of Roose- 
velt last fall, for the Democratic party. 

It is possible that politics may have some bear- 
ing on the movement. But it is more than likely 
that a desire to do justice to the American negro 
was the dominating motive. 

The negro in a sense is a ward of the American 
people. He is not responsible for being here. He 
was brought here against his will to perform labor 
which white men shunned. Being here, and en- 
dowed with citizenship rights (theoretically), he 
finds himself discriminated against in many forms 
of labor; and it is only in exceptional cases that 
the negro rises above his surroundings. 

In those sections of the United States where 
the negro population is most numerous certain 
occupations are by general consent resigned to the 
colored people, and throughout the nation the poOsi- 
tion of Pullman porter has been generally con- 
ceded to be the prerogative of the handicapped 
race. At best it is not a very lucrative position; 
possibly this may account for the fact that he has 
heretofore been undisturbed in his monopoly. 

But the great Pullman corporation, undisturbed 
by any other consideration than providing divi- 
dends for its stockholders, probably sees a chance 
to increase those dividends by the use of Asiatic 
labor. 

Information as to how legislation is to be applied 


to the problem is lacking. But it is Certain that it 
will have the support of the American people as a 
whole in an endeavor to see justice done to the 
negro. ° ; 
e ; 
Municipal Ownership 

“Does municipal ownership of utilities pay?” 
asks a Cedar Falls, Iowa, correspondent of 
“Labor,” and he continues: “Citizens of this city 
of 7500 inhabitants answer with a resounding 
‘Yes!’ 

“They have just been voted free gas, electric 
and water service for two months, because pub- 
licly-owned utilities supplying them, worth $750,000 
and free of debt, do not need the revenue. 

“Mind you, this is in face of the fact that two 
reductions in the light rates were made last year, 
with rates already lower than are charged by pri- 
vate companies in other Iowa communities.” 

ee Se 

Confirmation of the great London protest on 
February 5 against the government’s handling of 
the problems of unemployment is afforded by the 
latest official figures showing an increase of nearly 
180,000 of registered unemployed in the last 
month. 

SS SSS 

“How silly to close schools now, when young 
people thrown out of school will either take the 
jobs away from persons already employed or will 
get into mischief through idleness,” says Paul C. 
Stetson, newly-elected official of the National Edu- 
cation Association. 

ee 

The New York State Legislature passed by 
unanimous vote a bill, which was signed by Gov- 
ernor Lehman, extending until March 1, 1934, the 
law enacted in 1931 providing for a maximum five- 
day working week on all public work performed 
by contract for the state or any of its subdivisions. 

ee ee 

The new chief executive stands ready to demand 
that he be made a virtual dictator. Might this be 
necessary? Not if Congress co-operates. If it 
does not and if the President shows determina- 
tion, public opinion will be with him, not with 
Congress. It is vigor in the national government 
that the people want.—Kansas City “Journal- 
Post.” 

ee 

“Let me warn those who desire to preserve the 
existing order, but intend to do nothing to reform 
it, that if this depression continues much longer, 
the unemployed will be organized and action of a 
revolutionary character will be demanded and will 
be compelled.” This grim warning by Donald R. 
Richberg of Chicago, chief counsel of the Standard 
Railroad Labor Organizations, was made to the 
Senate Finance Committee. 

ee 

The Wagner relief bill providing an additional 
$300,000,000 for loans by the R. F. C. to states for 
hunger relief was allowed to die in the House com- 
mittee. Many members of both houses of Con- 
gress who favor relief are accepting defeat of the 
Wagner bill in expectation that President Roose- 
velt will support a relief bill making direct grants 
to the states, along lines proposed by Senators 
La Follette and Costigan. 

SS ae 

Randolph Churchill, son of Winston Churchill, 
British statesman of parts, was unable to induce 
his college mates of Oxford Union, one of the 
great English university’s units, to expunge from 
the records its action in declaring that “this house 
will in no circumstances fight for its king and 
country.” He was booed and hissed for his pains. 
Can you imagine the pained expression on the 
face of John Bull when he inquired, “What is the 
younger generation coming to?” 

2 eee 

There is hope for the future of the country when 
a speaker of the House of Representatives volun- 
tarily relinquishes some of the great powers and 


authority that heretofore have been his preroga- 
tive. Speaker-designate Rainey announces that the 
failures of the Seventy-second Congress were due 
to the fact that the direction of the policies came 
entirely from the speaker’s chair. “From now on 
it will come from the Democratic party,” he says, 
and a steering committee will be formed to “shape 
the policy of the House.” 

The death of Mayor Anton J. Cermak of (Chi- 
cago as a result of the murderous attack on 
President-elect Roosevelt at Miami, Fla., is cause 
for general mourning throughout the country. A 
brave soul, his remark to the intended victim that 
“IT am glad it was me instead of you” revealed that 
even in his extremity he realized the danger to 
the beloved country of his adoption involved in 
the death of its chief executive at a time like the 
present. His stubborn fight against the grim 
reaper aroused the admiration of the country, and 
there was genuine regret that he was not victorious. 

——— ee 

Thomas J. Walsh, who died while on his way 
to assume his duties as a member of President 
Roosevelt’s cabinet, was a man of unassuming 
mature and extraordinary gifts. He will be remem- 
bered chiefly for his gallant fight against the 
greatest odds to unearth the scandalous Teapot 
Dome rascalities. But in Montana, where he was 
known as a man who believed the rights of the 
worker were at least equal to those of the cor- 
poration, his work in making the mines and rail- 
roads of that state safe for the toilers, and in 
inducing courts to recognize the responsibility of 
the employer in case of loss of life while at work, 
will perpetuate his memory. The big mining com- 
pany kept him out of the United States Senate for 
many years; but when direct election of senators 
was adopted he was enthusiastically elected by the 
people, whom he represented in Washington for 
twenty years. 


o—____ 
PREFERENCES FOR VETERANS 


We have favored the soldier most of the time 
and were glad when he won some deserved thing 
that benefited his group. 

He has had a bonus, tax exemption, hospitaliza- 
tion, pensions, preference in filing on certain lands 
—and now a Wyoming bill to give him preference 
on public works. 

Which causes us to wonder just how the other 
half of the population is going to get a job so that 
these aids can be continued. 

Recently I have been surprised to learn of the 
number of men in our community that obtain 
some sort of pension from the government. 

Many of these men, so far as I can ascertain, 
have no disability and are as healthy as myself. 
I was unfortunate, indeed, in being under the age 
limit during the Spanish-American war and over 
the draft age when the world war was at its best. 
Of course, I could have enlisted, but lacked the 
foresight. I have no quarrel about any amounts 
that are paid to injured veterans of any war. We 
owe them for their suffering and lack of earning 
power. Men who only got as far as a training 
camp and who did not incur any disabilities as a 
result of the war were completely compensated 
when the bonus bill was enacted into law. We do 
not owe them anything for future earaches or the 
encroachments of old age—or anything else that 
might come to any of us, whether we were in 
camp or not. 

There are many cases where men who have no 
apparent disability are tax exempt up to $2000, 
and who also get a pension of from $10 to $50 per 
month. If I recall rightly veterans were even 
granted preference in employment on some of the 
emergency road work. Just as though a citizen 
not a veteran did not need work as urgently. 
“Right is right and wrong is wrong,” but try to 
Prove it and you do not retain an elective office— 
or get elected in the first place—A. G. M. in 
“Wyoming Labor Journal.” 


J. 
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THE FINANCIAL CRISIS 


By C. A. DERRY: 


In the midst of a great financial crisis, with each 
of the forty-eight states of the Union either re- 
stricting or suspending banking operations, the 
inaugural address of President Roosevelt came as 
a Clarion call to duty and unselfish service to the 
nation on the part of each individual citizen. 

“These dark days will be worth all they cost us,” 
he said, “if they teach us that our true destiny is 
not to. be ministered unto, but.to minister to our- 
selves and to our fellow men.” 


The nation calls for action, he proceeds, and our 
primary task is to put people to work. Announc- 
ing that this is no unsolvable problem “if we face 
it wisely and courageously,” he makes sane sug- 
gestions for bringing about the desired result. 

Two suggestions of the new President will be 
welcomed by all classes of citizens, in view of 
recent expositions of rascality and plunder on the 
part of great financial institutions. These sug- 
gestions are that “there must be an end to specu- 
lation with other people’s money, and there must 
be provision for an adequate but sound currency.” 

a ae 


The portion of the President’s address which 
will arouse most interest, in all probability, is that 
in which he discusses a departure from constitu- 
tional processes in handling the grave situations 
which confront him. 

Assuming “unhesitatingly the leadership of this 
great army of our people to a disciplined attack 
upon our common enemy,” President Roosevelt 
says that action to this end is feasible under the 
form of government which we have inherited from 
our ancestors. “Our constitution is so simple and 
practical that it is possible always to meet extra- 
ordinary needs by changes in emphasis and ar- 
rangement without loss of essential form,” he says. 

He hopes that the normal balance of executive 
and legislative authority may be wholly adequate 
to meet the unprecedented task before us, “but it 
may be,” he says, “that an unprecedented demand 
and need for undelayed action may call for tem- 
porary departure from that normal balance of 
public procedure.” 

He is prepared, under constitutional authority, 
to recommend measures that the necessities of a 
stricken nation may require, “but in the event that 
Congress shall fail and in the event that 
the national emergency is still critical, I shall not 
evade the clear course of duty that will then con- 
front me. I shall ask the Congress for the one 
remaining instrument to meet the crisis—broad 
executive power to wage a war against the 
emergency as great as the power that would be 
given to me if we were in fact invaded by a for- 
eign foe.” 

* * & 


In plain language, what the new President is 
suggesting is that he will, in certain events, ask 
for dictatorial powers, dispensing with the action 
of Congress and reinstating war-time restrictions 
in time of peace. It will be a departure from 


American conceptions of government of great 
moment. 

ee ee 
Acting on his announced policy, President 


Roosevelt on Sunday night last invoked the war- 
time trading-with-the-enemy act and issued a proc- 
lamation ordering the closing of all banks, state 
and federal, throughout the country. So sudden 
was the move that it took the people by surprise. 
But there was a general commendation of the 
prompt action and a universal expression of a de- 
sire to co-operate in the crisis. In spite of the dras- 
tic terms of the order, it was the means of creating 
such a feeling of optimism in the future and 
confidence in the stability of the country’s finances 
as has not been apparent in months. All classes 


of citizens gave evidence of their confidence, and 
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leaders in finance, business and labor gave the 
President assurance that his action met with the 
approval of all and promised him their undivided 
support in carrying out his policies. Newspapers 
even declared a “moratorium on criticism” and 
tendered their services in creating and maintaining 
confidence in the country. No President ever re- 
ceived more unanimous approval of an executive 
act than was at once thrust upon Roosevelt. 
* * & 

After the first shock of surprise at the celerity 
with which the president’s action was made ef- 
fective it leaked out, according to newspaper re- 
ports, that the program had been outlined under 
the guidance of the previous administration, but 
that President Hoover had declined to assume 
responsibility for the move unless it received the 
approval of the incoming President. For the pur- 
pose of securing this approval, it was declared, 
lengthy conferences had been held with the Presi- 
dent-elect, who had declined to sponsor the drastic 
remedy until after his inauguration. 

The plan was said to have been prepared and the 
documents ready for signature prior to the inaugu- 
ration of Roosevelt. Which is an explanation of 
the promptness displayed in putting it into effect. 

* ok o® 


The crisis has been the means of giving the 
people a better insight into the financial structure 
of the country than they could otherwise have ob- 
tained. For instance, although there was in 1929 
but four or five billions of dollars in currency, 
about sixty billions was deposited in the country’s 
banks, and throughout the country checks were 
written and paid for $908,000,000,000. It was the 
fear of the withdrawal of the bulk of this four or 
five billions of currency, thereby impairing general 
credit, that prompted the President’s decree. It 
was said that in the week ending March 1 nearly 
a billion dollars was withdrawn from the member 
banks of the Federal Reserve Bank alone. 

This rush of depositors to withdraw their funds 
from the banks was no doubt due in part to the 
revelations of crookedness of certain prominent 
banks and bankers brought out by the con- 
gressional investigations. The indignant re- 
proaches of the bankers bestowed upon the panic- 
stricken depositors for their “fear” was hardly 
apropos. The wonder is that so much restraint 
was shown. It was no doubt to help to dispel this 
fear that the President suggested that “there must 
be an end to speculation with other people’s 
money.” 

* «ok 

Whether they like it or not, there is a strong 
probability that the bankers will be compelled to 
furnish guaranties of bank deposits; if they do not 
the government will. There is a growing senti- 
ment in Congress, apparently, that normalcy in 
the country’s financial structure will not return 
until this is brought about. There will be protest 
from statesmen of the old school, such as Senator 
Glass, who can not forget that guarantee of bank 
deposits was one of the planks of the derided 
Populist party of generations ago. At that time 
this was radicalism of the rankest kind. 

But it will also be remembered that other planks 
of the Populist platform, also regarded as extreme 
radicalism at the time, have become part of the 
Constitution and generally accepted, such as the 
income tax and direct election of United States 
Senators; and the postal savings bank, which also 
was the object of bitter assault, was first seriously 
broached by the “radical” Populists. It is true the 
latter has not assumed the usefulness and scope 
intended; but it may be supposed that this may yet 
develop from present conditions. 

* « ox 

Naturally, in view of President Roosevelt’s an- 
nouncement, there should and probably will be an 
attempt on the part of Congress to make impossi- 
ble such gigantic frauds on the people as were 
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COMMENT AND CRITICISM 


1. L. N. 8. 


Resentment against the big bankers, especially 
Wall Street bankers, is expressed on every hand. 
With new revelations of bankers’ financial trickery 
and dishonesty made nearly every day, the pub- 
lic’s anger is not to be wondered at. The bankers 
are reaping as they have sown. If there arises a 
great movement for government ownership and 
operation of all banking resources the bankers 
will have only themselves to blame. Let them 
reniember that and in the meantime set their 
house in order as speedily as possible, lest public 
resentment rise to the boiling point. 

* * * 


Persistence wins. A twelve-year fight by organ- 
ized labor, with the United Mine Workers in the 
lead, has resulted in the enactment of an old-age 
pension law in Indiana. The law is not regarded 
as all it might be, but its advocates say that it 
is a step in the right direction. 

Passing of the Indiana pension measure shows 
that social and labor laws can be enacted at this 
time, despite the assertions that the depression 
had inade adoption of such legislation very diffi- 
cult, if not impossible. Labor and other progres- 
sive legislation can be passed even now, but it 
takes hard work. 

* ok x 


Evils arising from war plague mankind long 
after the actual fighting is over. Germany is find- 
ing that privations suffered during the world war 
have stunted and weakened the bodies of its young 
people. A dearth of girls with physiques suited to 
be dress models has just drawn this to the German 
public’s attention. The demand for pretty girls 
to act as models exceeds the supply. 

“There are more applicants for mannequins’ 
jobs than ever,” the Berlin “Vorwaerts” explains, 
“but their chests are too narrow, their shoulder 
blades protrude too far, or their carriage is poor 
owing to weak physique. Hardships during child- 
hood and during the war years are responsible.” 

a 

Not that it’s any fun kicking a dead dog around, 
but Technocracy probably passed out just in time 
to save it from a much worse trouncing than 
it got. 

Not content with indicting modern machine 
civilization on sound grounds, as labor has done 
better and earlier, it went into the fantastic and 
attempted to lay at the doors of machinery a 
great many of the high crimes committed, not by 
machinery, but by men, such as Morgan, Mellon, 
Rockefeller et al. Not crimes in the sense of 
doing things contrary to law, but in the sense of 
doing anti-social things within the law, or in such 
a way that the law didn’t bother about them. 

It wasn’t particularly the fault of the machine 
that the noted Clarke bank in New York blew up, 
or that 2500 others failed, and it hasn’t been the 
machine’s fault that receivership rackets have 
grown up to be a stench in the nostrils of men 
in many sections. 

Technocracy sought to blanket every crime as 
due to the one prime economic cause. It can’t be 
done. 


revealed in the testimony of Mitchell of the Na- 
tional City Bank and others. After all, these 
frauds redound to the disadvantage of economic 
recovery, as the spoils are wrung from industry, 
and, it is the producer who foots the bill. 

To correctly diagnose the disease is to point 
to the cure. And now that President Roosevelt 
has diagnosed the ills from which the country is 
suffering it may be expected that the people will 
insist on the remedy. 

At any rate, the country is disposed to follow the 
lead of a man who has shown courage of a high 
order and appears determined to lead the country 
out of chaos. 
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Anthracite Conference 


Results in Deadlock 


The controversy over wages in the anthracite 
coal fields between the United Mine Workers of 
America and the anthracite operators remained 
deadlocked by the inability of the Board of Ref- 
erence, consisting of Frank Morrison, secretary of 
the American Federation of Labor, representing 
the United Mine Workers, and George Rublee, a 
Washington attorney, representing the operators, 
to reach an agreement, according to American 
Federation of Labor advices from the capital. 

The controversy was precipitated last year 
when the operators proposed a 35 per cent reduc- 
tion in the miners’ wage rates. After prolonged 
conference between the miners and operators, the 
miners rejected the proposal. The matter was then 
referred to Morrison and Rublee as a board of 
reference. 

Cost of Living Rejected by Unions 

Extensive hearings were held, after which Mor- 
rison and Rublee endeavored to adjust the con- 
troversy. Rublee maintained the operators’ con- 
tention that conditions in the anthracite industry 
warranted a wage rate cut in order to enable the 
operators to meet various sorts of competition and 
that the cut was also warranted by the alleged re- 
duction in the miners’ cost of living. 

Both of these contentions were disputed by Mor- 
rison. ‘The trade unions,” he said, “do not accept 
the cost of living theory as a basis from which 
wage rates shall be calculated. 

“The point has been reached in the deflation of 
earnings of anthracite miners below which fur- 
ther decrease in earnings of employees through 
reduction in rates of pay is unthinkable,” Morrison 
declared. 

“Tf the request of the operators were granted, 
the deflated payroll of the anthracite industry 
would not be sufficient and would not afford op- 
portunity for the anthracite mine workers to main- 
tain even a bare physical existence for themselves 
and their families. 

Morrison Urges Co-operation 

In concluding his statement, Morrison declared 
that “what is of fundamental importance to the 
future prosperity of the anthracite industry is 
the meeting of the operators and United Mine 
Workers of America in a spirit of co-operation for 
its permanent development.” 

In order to bring this about, he recommended 
the plan proposed by the Mine Workers on De- 
cember 5, 1932. This plan called for an emergency 
inquiry by the Interstate Commerce Commission 
as to the reasonableness of anthracite freight 
rates, which absorb a considerable proportion of 
the price paid by wholesale and retail consumers. 
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FALSE EMPLOYMENT PROMISES. 


An attempt to lure jobless men from other 
states to the bay region under false promises of 
employment on the Golden Gate and the East 
Bay bridges resulted in the arrest last week of 
Verne Stater of Oakland. Frank C. MacDonald, 
state labor commissioner, who caused Stater’s 
arrest, charged him with having inserted an ad- 
vertisement in a newspaper in Omaha, Neb., 
offering to furnish information about jobs to be 
had in connection with the construction of the 
bridges. The unemployed worker in Omaha who 
filed a complaint with the labor commissioner 
stated that Verne Stater had offered, for the price 
of from $1 to $10, to furnish information about 
jobs to be had in San Francisco and Oakland on 
the “greatest construction project in the history 
of the Pacific Coast.” 

pam Sa ee 

FUND IN PROSPEROUS CONDITION 

The State Compensation Insurance Fund has 
just issued in folder form a copy of its financial 
statement as of December 31, 1932. It shows 
assets of $8,247,644.77. Reserves for losses are 
shown to be $4,820,022.20; for unearned premiums, 
$902,052.25; for premium tax, $87,865.96; for trust 
deposits, $47,371.67; for other liabilities, $50,880.06; 
voluntary contingent reserve, $400,000, and sur- 
plus, $1,939,452.63. One-third of California’s em- 
ployers are declared to be insured in the fund, and 
Alfred M. Best Company, Inc., recognized author- 
ity on the standing of insurance carriers, is de- 
clared to have given the State Fund the highest 
rating given any carrier. 

MUST HAVE BEEN “GRAND OLD MAN” 

When asked for comment on the appointment 
of Frances Perkins as secretary of labor, “an aged 
leader in the Seamen’s Union” is reported to have 
said: “I guess us sailors, as well as bricklayers 
and miners, better get a powder puff and lipstick 
to march in the inaugural parade.’ 


TEMPORARY WAGE CUT INDORSED 

A resolution indorsing charter amendment No. 
1, providing for the temporary reduction of city 
officials and employees, was adopted Tuesday last 


at a meeting of Municipal Carmen’s Union No. 518. 
o__——_- 


History of Counterfeit Bill 


Confirms Columnist’s Contention 
Arthur Brisbane, who digs up queer facts to sus- 
tain his opinions, has just given out a new one 
to back up his contention that “no one knows any- 
thing about money.” He asks you to think about 
it. The story is as follows: 

“A man found a $10 bill with an unusual ink 
spot on it. He used it in paying a tailor’s bill. 
The tailor paid his grocer. The grocer paid his 
hired man. The hired man paid his rent. The 
landlord used the money to pay a bill to the indi- 
vidual who had originally found the $10 note. 

“That individual, noticing the same ink spot, 
mused philosophically, then took the $10 bill to 
his bank, The banker said, ‘This is a counterfeit, 
and under the law I must destroy it,’ and did so. 
But the man who originally found it was no worse 
off than he had been. 

“And that counterfeit $10 bill had paid $50 in 
other bills, perfectly satisfactorily. The bills were 
all settled satisfactorily and the $10 bill was back 


in the bank and destroyed as a counterfeit.” 
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Dismissal Wage Paid 


To Victims of Machine 


Membership in a trade union is resulting in the 
payment of a “dismissal wage” to workers who 
have lost their jobs because of the introduction 
of new machinery, says an I. L. N. S. dispatch 
from New York. 

The workers are pressers who belong to Local 
35, International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union. 
Fifty received their initial payment of $10 each 
at the office of the local union, where a_ short 
ceremony took place. They are to receive similar 
payments every week for seven more weeks. 

When pressing machines were introduced in the 
cloak industry the employers dropped every third 
man. The union asked employers to put the two 
men operating each machine on a twenty-hour 
week that the work might be shared. The employ- 
ers refused, but agreed to pay a penalty of $8 a 
week for each machine in full operation and 14 per 
cent of the actual earnings of each presser em- 
ployed on part-time work. 

The wage scale for pressers employed on ma- 
chines is $57 a week and that of hand pressers 
is $45 a week. 

At the ceremony marking payment of the first 
installment of the “dismissal wage,” the speakers 
were George W. Alger, impartial chairman of the 
cloak and suit industry; David Dubinsky, presi- 
dent of the International Ladies’ Garment Work- 
ers’ Union, and Joseph Breslaw, manager of the 
local union. 

Dubinsky said that the penalty imposed on the 
new machine was a novel idea, but it was merely 
an attempt to reimburse those employees who 
were jobless because of the invention. Alger said 
he hoped the “experiment” of penalizing labor- 
saving devices in favor of those who are most 
affected would continue. 
ee 

REPORTS INCREASED ACTIVITY 

The trend of organized labor toward a more 
scientific handling of their problems is claimed in 
the annual report of the Pacific Coast Labor Bu- 
reau. Services were performed by the bureau for 
fifty-four organizations during 1932, representing 
twenty-two different crafts, in as many cities ex- 
tending from San Diego to Vancouver, B. C. This 
completes the twelfth year of activity of the 
bureau, under the direction of its organizer, H. P. 
Melnikow, recognized as an expert in the field of 
labor economics and statistics. 

ee > 
DOWN TOWNERS SET EXAMPLE 

An attractive placard appearing in stores and 
other public places during the week carries the 
admonition to “Help our unemployed! Buy local- 
made goods!” It is issued by the Down Town 
Association, and carries the well-known slogan of 
that organization, “For the Good of San Fran- 
cisco.” But best of all, and as a worthy example 
to merchants and other buyers of printing, it car- 
ries the union label of the Allied Printing Trades 
Council of San Francisco. It should bear fruit. 

WILL SEEK FEDERAL RELIEF 

The City and County of San Francisco will ask 
a loan from the Reconstruction Finance Corpora- 
tion of $3,000,000 to be applied to unemployment 
relicf. It is estimated that present funds will be 
exhausted by August of this year. C. M. Wollen- 
berg, director of relief, has left for Washington 
to present the request before the board, which 
meets March 13 to hear such applications. 
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Eighteenth Amendment 
Is Now Before States 


Repeal of the eighteenth amendment, which 
was advocated by the 1932 convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, is now before the 
states, which are engaged in a race to be first to 
ratify. The resolution for repeal was passed by a 
vote of 63 to 23 in the Senate and a vote of 289 
to 121 in the House. 


The repeal resolution provides that the proposed 
amendment shall become part of the Constitution 
when ratified by conventions in three-fourths of 
the states. It also provides that the amendment 
shall fail unless ratified by the necessary number 
of states within seven years. 

Approval of the repeal amendment in Congress 
was followed by the announcement of Congres- 
sional leaders that action would be rushed to pass 
measures legalizing beer. Organized labor has for 
years urged that beer be made legal by modifica- 
tion of the Volstead act to provide for its manu- 
facture and sale. 


Immediately after approval of the repeal amend- 
ment in Congress, Secretary of State Simpson 
sent the resolution to the states. Action to ratify 
the amendment as soon as possible was begun in 
many states by the introduction of bills in the 
legislatures calling for the meeting of ratifying 
conventions in May, June and July. Wyoming got 
the jump on the other states by providing for a 
ratifying convention, taking action before the 
House had voted. 

ee 


NUCLEUS OF THIRD PARTY? 


Senator Edward P. Costigan of Colorado be- 
came one of the sponsors last week of a national 
organization to work the year around for the ad- 
vancement of progressive and liberal ideas. With 
Senator Costigan in this movement are Senators 
LaFollette, Wisconsin; Nye and Frazier, North 
Dakota; Cutting, New Mexico; Wheeler, Mon- 
tana, and Shipstead, Minnesota. Following the an- 
nouncement of the formation of this organization, 
which is to have all the characteristics of a na- 
tional political party, speculation was rife in Wash- 
ington as to whether it portended a third party 
in 1936.—Colorado “Labor Advocate.” 

oe 
TREND OF THE TIMES? 


Charles F. Abbott, executive director of the 
American Institute of Steel Construction, during 
a visit to New Orleans, advocated a five-day week 
with a base pay of $10 a day as a permanent pol- 
icy for American industry. 

——____@— 
STREET WORK TO START 


Director of Public Works Worden announced 
this week the approval by Controller Leavy of 
four street jobs to cost approximately $105,000. 
The work is to be paid for with funds from the 
good roads fund derived from the state gas tax. 
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We Give Mission Street Merchant Ceupens 
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LABOR’S RADIO BROADCASTS 


Don’t forget to listen in on station KQW from 
7:30 to 7:45 every, Tuesday evening during the 
session of the Legislature for the weekly broad- 
cast of legislative progress on labor’s program by 
the State Federation of Labor. 

————-@__—___—_. 
A RAY OF SUNSHINE 


As a consequence of increases in the average 
selling price of bar iron for the sixty days ending 
February 20, puddlers, muckmill workers and 
other iron mill workers will receive an advance in 
wage rates, says a Youngstown, Ohio, dispatch. 
The puddling rate, set by the selling price of bar 
iron, is increased from $9.05 to $9.30 a ton. 


Musicians’ Union Scores Victory 


On Service Bands’ Broadcasting 

The Secretary of the Navy on February 28 or- 
dered the Marine and Navy bands to cease broad- 
casting. The Marine band has been sending out 
programs by radio since 1922 and the Navy band 
began broadcasting at about the same time. The 
American Federation of Musicians has frequently 
protested against the radio programs of the two 


bands, holding that they displaced professional 
musicians, 


Mellon Is Accused 
Of Gigantic Fraud 


Startling revelations have been made as a result 
of the congressional investigations now in prog- 
ress, involving names high in the roster of gov- 
ernment and financial leadership. The latest sen- 
sation links the name of Andrew W. Mellon, am- 
bassador to Great Britain and former secretary of 
the treasury, with a charge of conniving at evasion 
of income taxes by foreign steamship companies. 

Mellon, with Diavid H. Blair, once commissioner 
of internal revenue, and A. W. Gregg, former 
acting general counsel of the bureau, is made de- 
fendant in a suit for $220,000,000. It is alleged 
that Mellon, as secretary of the treasury, not only 
failed tc collect $100,000,000 in delinquent taxes 
from foreign steamship interests, but placed the 
government in such a position that it was com- 
pelled to refund some $10,000,000 to the companies. 
The identities of the companies were not disclosed 
in the suit. 

The suit was filed in the District of Columbia 
prohibits the defrauding of the government by 
trickery and makes federal officials liable for dou- 
ble the amount of damages suffered by the gov- 
ernment. 

The suit was filed in the District of Columbia 
Supreme Court by David A. Olson, who resigned 
recently as investigator for the Senate Stock Mar- 
ket Inquiry Committee after charging that his 
efforts were being blocked. 


wereee roe n es 


Seven 


Assist Roosevelt to 
End the Depression 


“Buy Union,” as urged by the Union Label 
Trades Department of the American Federation 
of Labor, which has set April as the month to 
begin a campaign to restore normal business con- 
ditions by creating a greater demand for union- 
labeled products. 

This is the message to union men and women of 
San Francisco issued by the Trades Union Pro- 
motional League in connection with the inaugura- 
tion of a campaign for the more extended pur- 
chase of union-made products. 

The League directs attention of union men and 
women to the urgent need of standing behind 
President Roosevelt by complying with the 
A. F. of L.’s request to “Buy Union,” not only 
in April, but during every month of the year. 

The Trades Union Promotional League asks 
also that you see to it that no member of your 
family buys non-union-made goods. Influence 
your friends to purchase only those products 
which bear the union label. This means you will 
thereby strengthen firms that employ union work- 
ers and insure the permanence of your job and 
your friends’ jobs. 

Surely the condition in which America finds it- 
seli—banks closed, millions idle and panic running 
rampant—is enough to convince anyone it’s high 
time for Mr. Roosevelt’s “new deal.” The prevail- 
ing policy of cutting wages and cheapening goods 
is not the way back to prosperity. To do your 
bit the Trades Union Promotional League makes 
just this one plea—that you help yourself by de- 
manding the union label, shop card and working 


button. 
o1 , 
Buy union-made goods. Put union men to work. 


Buy American 
Se ae ee ee eee 


AND DON’T OVERLOOK ASKING 
FOR THE UNION LABEL ON ALL 
YOUR PURCHASES. WE ARE 
ALWAYS GLAD TO USE IT AND 
WE TRY TO MERIT YOUR CON- 
FIDENCE AND DESERVE YOUR 


PATRONAGE Qo SO 


Walter N. Brunt Press 


HM Printing and Badges 
i 111 Seventh Street 


| Phone MArket 7070 


-_— 


CHEAP CLEANING IS EXPENSIVE 


Be not deceived by cheap cleaning. 


Protect the health of your family by 


patronizing a plant where all your clothes and household goods, including 
rugs, are handled under the most sanitary conditions, where your clothing 
stays clean and pressed longer and save them from wear. 
_Cleaning with us is an art. 
High Quality Cleaning and Finishing at 


Moderate Prices—You Will Be Surprised! 


J. ALLEC 


DYEING AND CLEANING WORKS 


Main Office and Works 


2140 FOLSOM STREET 
PHONE HEMLOCK 3131 
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RUN O’ THE HOOK 


(This department is conducted by the president of 
San Francisco Typographical Union No. 21) 


The grim reaper again visited us during the past 
week. Frank R. Meyer, who had been employed 
for many years in the commercial branch in this 
city, but for some months past had been on the 
pension roll, passed away last Thursday, March 2, 
a victim of cancer. Deceased was 65 years of age 
and was a native of California. Surviving are the 
widow and three sons. Funeral services were held 
in Oakland Saturday morning. 

The genial and enterprising James C. Ramsey 
of the “Call,” manager of the Friendly Club, is 
out with announcement that he has removed his 
weekly dances from Eagles’ Hall to Knights of 
Columbus Auditorium, 150 Golden Gate avenue. 
On Saturday, March 11, he will give a grand 
opening and carnival, and cordially invites his 
friends to be present. Printers and their friends 
who enjoy dancing under expert supervision and 
to the music of a good union orchestra should 
attend and give “Jim” a rousing start in his new 
location. 

In a letter received by Secretary Michelson we 
learn Rod K. Payne has landed in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, where he is undergoing treatments. He 
says he is rapdly regaining his old-time “pep.” 
While en route south Rod met Winfield Scott in 
El Paso and was invited to dinner in his house 
on wheels, in which Scott is traveling over the 
country. 

The official result of the February 15 referen- 
dum election on the I. T. U. 1 per cent special 
assessment shows the proposition carried by 13,- 
689 votes, there being 30,025 for and 16,336 against. 

Vice-President Barrett is in charge of the Inter- 
national Typographical Union’s campaign as part 
of the annual drive made by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor directing attention to the union 
label, card and button during the month of April. 
He has sent out communications to the 800 unions 
throughout the United States and Canada urging 
their active co-operation, particularly for the cur- 
rent year, as an aid to the unemployment problem. 
Those who realize the importance of these em- 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO 


AMALGAMATION PARTY 


Organization Meeting 
SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 2 P. M. 
Labor Temple, Progress Hall 


The purpose of the Amalgamation Party 
is to unite into one group: 

Militant members who are ready to fight 
against threatening wage cuts and attacks on 
conditions by employers. 

Members who are disgusted with the paci- 
fist and do-nothing policy of the present lead- 
ership of the Union. 

Members who have remained loyal to a 
party NAME which no longer has any signi- 
ficance, through lack of better leadership. 

All members who favor the program of the 
Amalgamation Party as presented herewith, 
in place of complete stagnation and lack of 
program, as at present. 

PROVISIONAL PROGRAM. SUBJECT TO 
ACTION OF MEETING 
1. More Militancy in dealing with employ- 
ers. 
2. 6-Hour Day—No Reduction in Pay. 
3. Government Unemployment Insurance. 
4. Unemployment Benefits—1% of compos- 
ing room payrolls to go to the Union's 
unemployment fund. 
5. Local Automony in Strikes. 
6. No Overtime. 
7. No Compulsory Arbitration. 
8. Cut Union Overhead Expenses. 
9. Amalgamation of Printing Trades. 
10. Shop Committees. 


M. S. DUNNING, 
Temporary Chairman 


RAY H. CYR, 
Temporary Secretary 


blems of fair working conditions and wages of 
course do not confine their efforts to a particu- 
lar month, but it is advisable that all should put 
their shoulders to the wheel when any concerted 
effort offers opportunity for advancement of the 
interests of organized labor. Check up on your 
purchases—clothing, household supplies, restau- 
rant service, tobacco products, labor of all kinds— 
and remember: “Spend union-earned money for 
union-made products and service.” 

In case there be any doubt in the minds of 
members that this union has not in a fair way 
taken care of its unemployed, here are a few fig- 
ures for your enlightenment: From October, 1930, 
to March 1, 1933, approximately $95,000 in cash 
has been expended for relief. First were the loans, 
totaling $4713, next in order being plan No. 1, 
$9081.60; No. 2, $20,920.20; No. 3, $58,629.75. The 
balance of the $95,000 was paid out in small 
amounts in emergency cases. In addition to the 
$58,629.75 in actual cash under plan No. 3, there 
were more than 10,000 days of work given out by 
regulars in the first ten months of the plan, be- 
tween March 1, 1932, and January 1, 1933, the date 
of the inauguration of the International five-day 
week. Aside from the days given out under the 
plan just expired, there were many days laid off 
under previous plans which we are unable to esti- 
mate. Members hired by the office are not con- 
sidered in this computation. The time given out by 
regulars, figured at the scale of the union, and 
added to the $95,000 in cash expended, it is esti- 
mated, will amount to nearly $225,000 in relief 
since the beginning of this work in October, 1930. 

Circulars announcing the referendum election 
for a proposed new local relief plan are now in 
the hands of the members and also available at 
headquarters. The proposition calls for a 1 per 
cent assessment, to run from March to August, 
inclusive, a six months’ period, and will be voted 
on Wednesday, March 15. While 1 per cent will 
not bring in a great amount of money, it will 
enable the union to continue to extend some relief 
to unemployed members. 


“News” Chapel Notes—By L. L. Heagney 
Business is so good five 
Pop Holm, Jim Donnelly, Johnny Branch and 
C. W, Abbott—were laid off Saturday. Although 
the Republicans lost their jobs Saturday, they 
handed over a mess to their successors, and Crack- 
bon loudly declared it was no way to treat the 
Democrats nor sporting, either, to take his job, toe. 
Good nature and ceaseless chatter never desert 
Bert Coleman. Despite gubernatorial and presi- 
dential proclamations shutting up banks, Joe Sul- 
livan asserts it’ll take more’n shutting up banks to 
shut up Bert. 

On inauguration day Phil Scott spent lots of 
time arranging pictures depicting the parade and 
ceremonies incident to demoting a Republican and 
promoting a Democrat. “The way it looks now, 
though,” he muttered, “in another month they 
won't even be able to give the country back to the 
Indians.” 

An operation for appendicitis performed on 
Pop Holm’s little daughter was successful. Pop 
says she is getting along nicely. 

Wonder if Harvey Bell has his eye on official 
preferment? His exposition of dentistry, however, 


men—AlI Crackbon, 


[SAS HREMLYaco. | 


JAS. H. REILLY & CO. 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Phone Mission 0141 29th and Dolores Streets 


MEMBER OF 
Official Undertaker of S. '. ae Union 21 
a Y 
. Guineas £3 Baek Gas Gan Rastorfer P. J. Barchi Gus Cervi 


UNION FLORIST 
Funeral Work and Decorations 
a Specialty 


3017 SIXTEENTH STREET 
Telephone MArket 3285 Near Mission Street 


MAILER NOTES 


By LEROY C. SMITH: 


A telegram received on Wednesday announces 
that at the last regular meeting of Cincinnati 
Mailers’ Union that organization, by a vote of 
44 to 5, decided to withdraw from the Mailers’ 
Trade District Union. There are now six “outlaw” 
unions. 

The official canvass of returns of the referen- 
dum election for a 1 per cent assessment, held on 
February 15, shows the following: For, 30,025; 
against, 16,336. The special assessment is to be 
collected on March earnings. New York Mailers’ 
Union voted 26 for to 631 against; other mailer 
anions for, 834; against, 817. Total, for, 850; 
against, 1448. 

A movement to abandon holding this year’s 
I. T. U. convention would be a step in the right 
direction. The business depression is still on, with 
no very encouraging signs of having an upward 
trend in sight. It costs the I. T. U. something 
like $10,000 for a convention. By a conservative es- 
timate it would cost locals and individuals in the 
neighborhood of $50,000 or $60,000. No doubt 
many locals are in worse shape than they were 
last year, and there were too few then able to 
send delegates. It is hardly likely that any, or 
very few, of the major locals would send their 
full quota of delegates. Why hold a convention 
with a slim attendance of delegates? The distrac- 


*tions of varied entertainments of conventions give 


the average delegate hardly sufficient time to 
digest or assimilate in a week’s time or less pro- 
posed legislation introduced at conventions. Then 
imagine what it would be holding a convention 
in a city where a world’s fair is being held. No 
doubt the expenses attached to holding the 1933 
convention would mean much to We I. T. U. this 
year. 

Thomas F. Burke returned home from the hos- 
pital the first of the week. 

Dominic del Carlo was sufficiently recovered to 


return to the home of his sister from a local 
hospital. 
William (Bill) Titus, formerly of the West 


Coast, deposited a traveler from Boston. 

Secretary-Treasurer O’Neil has recovered from 
his recent illness, resuming his position as fore- 
man of the “News.” 


might be a toothpaste ad: 
door. 

No. 21’s delegate to the San Francisco Trades 
Union Promotional League says that useful or- 
ganization has started an intensive drive to boost 
the union label. Store advertising to the effect 
that every article has been reduced seems to have 
“got the goat” of that august body. Judging from 
their ads, it says, stores believe San Franciscans 
are like canaries, all the time emitting cries of 
“Cheep, cheep.” But anyone not booked en route 
to the comical house knows that if one buys cheap 
one has to work cheap, too, with long hours 
thrown in for good measure. 

Yes, it's a boy, and the youthful Mr. Eddie Por- 
ter is a grandfather. Mother and son are doing 
well. 

The financial muddle reminds Harry Crotty of 
an old buck who went to a bank and wanted to 
borrow $50. “What security have you?’ he was 
asked. “Two hundred ponies,” was his reply. A 
day or so later he went in and repaid the loan, 
displaying a roll of bills, and was advised by the 
banker to deposit the money. “What security have 
you?” asked the redman. 

The New Britain, Conn., Typographical Union 
is appealing to union printers throughout the 
United States to petition brewing companies who 
are reported to be setting aside appropriations for 
radio advertising to spend the money for advertis- 
ing in newspapers and other publications. 
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Embassy Theater 
Tabooed by Council 


To Each Union in San Francisco, Greeting: 

The San Francisco Labor Council desires to call 
to the attention of all members of organized labor, 
their families and friends, the controversy exist- 
ing between the unions composing the Theatrical 
Federation of San Francisco and the Embassy 
Theater, located on Market street, near Seventh 
street. 

The management refuses to enter into contrac- 
tual relations with the respective unions in the 
trade, but still pretends to be employing union 
men. These so-called union workers are not affili- 
ated with any bona fide union, but have organized 
as an independent union, thereby seeking to evade 
all their responsibilities to the organized labor 
movement, but still seeking by such unfair means 
to enjoy the advantages of being recognized as 
union workers. 

You are each one hereby requested to stay away 
from the Embassy Theater and not give it 
your patronage or any support whatever. The 
EMBASSY THEATER IS UNFAIR, and we 
ask you, one and all, not to patronize it. 

Fraternally, 

SAN FRANCISCO LABOR COUNCIL, 
By Edward D. Vandeleur, President; 
John A. O’Connell, Secretary. 
March 8, 1933. 
——— 


Barbers of State Are Aroused 
By So-Called Economy Measure 


The barbers’ unions throughout the state are 
greatly exercised, and rightly so, because of the 
attempt under the guise of economy to repeal the 
state barber law. 

It seems that there is a surplus of more than 
fifty thousand dollars in the funds of the Barber 
Board. With an eye on this fund, the economists 
would abolish the state board and convert the 
money to general state purposes. 

As the money collected by the state board is 
paid by the barbers themselves for the main- 
tenance of the standards of service set up in the 
state law at their behest, they deny the right to 
apply the money to other purposes. This is aside 
from the fact that repeal of the law would elimi- 
nate the wise sanitary provisions that were enacted 
for the sanitary protection of their patrons. The 
high standards set up for California barbers, both 
as to qualification and sanitary precautions, should 
be maintained, the barbers claim. 

2 Sea 
Despicable Fraud Is Blocked 


By Official’s Prompt Action 

C. M. Reed, who started an employment club 

for unemployed domestics, known as the Delta 
Epsilon Club, at 220 Post street, San Francisco, 
was arrested Monday last by Deputy Labor Com- 
erent Harry Gorman on orders from State 
Labor Commissioner Frank C. MacDonald after 

he had operated but one day. In the course of the 
day he had obtained signed applications from fif- 
teen domestics who agreed to pay $4 for three 
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nionths’ dues in-a non-existing club with a prom- 
ise of employment. According to the women who 
answered his advertisement under the heading of 
“Employment Agencies,” Reed intimated in his 
sales talk that he was to erect a six-story build- 
ing, one floor of which was to be devoted to baths 
and beauty parlors for the benefit of members of 
the club. 

When booked at the city prison Reed had 10 
cents on his person, the records show. No license 
had been obtained from the labor commissioner 


to operate an employment agency, and he was 


Nine 


charged with conducting an employment agency 
without a license. 

MacDonald indicated that he will ask for a sub- 
stantial fine or jail sentence in the event of con- 
viction in order to protect working women from 
practices of this kind, whereby they are induced 
to part with what little money they have in a 
frantic effort to secure work. 


——_ @__—_____ 


3y calling for the union label on your purchases 
you create a demand for union workers. 


AUTOMATIC WATER HEATERS 


M1. Boss.”.... 


Has your present 
water heater slowed 
down with old age 
and become waste- 
ful? Does more heat 
from your water 
heater and tank go 
toward heating t 
kitchen and _ base- 
ment than goes to- 
ward heating water? 
Perhaps a new Au- 
tomatic Water Heater would 
actually save you money. 
An Automatic heats water 
cheaper per gallon than any 
other method of heating 
water in the home. Just as 
new gas ranges with insu- 
lated ovens and automatic 
heat control are better built, 
are cheaper to operate, do 
the job they were made for 
better, so too, is the new 
Automatic Water Heater 
better in all respects. Inves- 
tigate the new Automatic 
Water Heaters carefully. 
Consider their construction. 
The outer casing is a steel 


“A grand idea,” replies Mr. Boss, 


“the old heater is too slow. Funny 
we put up with it so ae 
“Just the thing too,” adds Mrs. 
Boss, “to get the dishes and the 
washing done quicker.” 
“We'll call it our Spring Invest- 
ment,” adds Mr. Boss with finality. 


shell, enamelled in 
kitchen colors, and 
smooth as porcelain. 
Then comes a thick 
blanket of insulat- 
ing wool completely 
covering the water 
storage tank within. 
At the base of the 
storage tank is the 
automatically controlled gas 
burner. It starts itself. It 
stops itself. The insulated 

sail keeps the hot water 
eee ready for instant ser- 
vice at the turn of a faucet. 

The Automatic costs 50% 
less than water heaters ren- 
dering similar service only a 
few years ago. Right now, 
too, you can purchase an 
Automatic for as little as 
$4.85 down and as little as 
$3.85 a month. This is for 
complete installation. Inves- 
tigate this low-cost, hot 
water service for your home 
today. 


SEE YOUR DEALER OR THE 


P-G-avE - 


PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY 


Owned + Operated > Managed by Californians 


217-333 
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S. F. LABOR COUNCIL 


Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at 


Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, Room 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committees 
meet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. Label Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 0056. 


Synopsis of Minutes of March 3, 1933 
Meeting called to order at 8:15 p. m. by Presi- 
dent Edward Vandeleur. 

Roll Call—All present. 

Reading Minutes— Minutes of the previous meet- 
ing approved as printed in the Labor Clarion. 

Credentials—From Trackmen—T. Nyhans, vice 
W. J. Honan. Delegate seated. 

Communications—Filed—Minutes of the Build- 
ing Trades Council. From Supervisor Stanton, 
chairman of executive committee of the Golden 
Gate bridge celebration and from S. Malatesta, 
chairman of the parade committee, thanking secre- 
tary and Council for their splendid co-operation 
during the preparations and ground-breaking cere- 
monies for the Golden Gate bridge. From Civil 
Service Commission, scope circular announcing 
several examinations to be held for market in- 
spector, veterinarian, flat work ironer and laun- 
dress, and water purification engineer. 

Reierred to Executive Committee—From Auto 
Mechanics No. 1305, requesting the Council to 
place the Langendorf Baking Company on the 
“We Don't Patronize List.” 

Reierred to Legislative Agent—From Molders’ 
Union No. 164, protesting against the plan of 
employing convict labor on state road work, while 
thousands of free men, legal residents of the state, 
many of whom have families, are roaming the 
streets in a destitute condition. 

Reierred to Butchers—From Central Labor 
Council of Santa Rosa, stating that it had placed 
A. D. Sund, Santa Rosa Transfer Company, on 
the “We Don't Patronize List” and urging that 
the meat companies and others do not patronize 
this firm. 

Request Complied With—From Musicians’ 
Union No. 6 protesting against the balancing of 
the state budget at the expense of the aged. blind, 
the poor or the veterans. From San Francisco 
Federation of Teachers No. 241, resolutions pro- 
testing against the passage of such bills as Senate 
Bills Nos. 77, 128 and 124, and Assembly Bills 
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WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns listed below are on the “We 

Don’t Patronize List’’ of the San Francisco 

Labor Council. Members of Labor Unions 

and sympathizers are requested to cut this 

out and post it. 

American Tobacco Company. 

Baker, Hamilton & Pacific Co. 

Bella Roma Cigar Co. 

California Building Maintenance Co., 20 Ninth 

Co-Op Manufacturing Company. 

Clinton Cafeterias. 

Domestic Hand Laundry, 218 Ellis. 

Embassy Theater, Market near Seventh 

Ernest J. Sultan Mfg. Co. 

E. Goss & Co., Cigar Mfg., 113 Front. 

Foster's Lunches. 

Goldberg, Bowen & Co., grocers, 242 Sutter. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of Dread- 
naught and Bodyguard Overalls. 

“Grizzly Bear,’ organ of N. S. G. W. 

Hollywood Dry Corporation and its Products. 

Manning's, Inc., Coffee and Sandwich Shops. 

Mann Manufacturing Company, Berkeley. 

Market Street R. R. 

Marquard’s Coffee Shop and Catering Co. 

Purity Chain Stores. é 

Q. R. S. Neon Corporation, Ltd., 306 Seventh. 

San Francisco Biscuit Co. (located in Seattle) 

Tait's, 24 Ellis. 

The Mutual Stores Co. 

Torino Bakery, 2823 Twenty-third. 

Traung Label & Litho Co. 

Union Furniture Co., 2075 Mission. 

All Barber Shops open on Sunday are unfair. 
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Nos. 33 and 304. Also from San Francisco Federa- 
tion of Teachers No. 215, protesting against the 
aforesaid bills. From Axton-Fisher Tobacco Com- 
pany, protesting against the proposed 5 cents tax 
on cigarettes which is now contemplated by the 
State Legislature. 

Report of Executive Committee—In the matter 
of controversy between Musicians’ Union and the 
Teutonia Football Club, your committee referred 
it to Business Agent Dietrick of the union for 
adjustment. In the matter of complaint of Laun- 
dry Workers’ Union against a number of laundry 
establishments, with the consent of the representa- 
tives of the union, the matter was laid over for 
one week. 

Reports of Unions—Grocery Clerks—Demand 
the Clerks’ button when making purchases; resi- 
dents of Twenty-fourth street have no difficulty 
in finding union grocery stores. Street Carmen 
No, 518—Budget has been submitted by powers 
that be materially bringing about a saving in oper- 
ating expenses of Municipal Railway. Theatrical 
Federation—Requested delegates and all friends 
not to patronize the Embassy Theater. Laundry 
Drivers—Business very dull; Japanese and Chinese 
laundries are destroying the legitimate laundry 
business by unfair competition; requested all to 
have laundry picked up by union drivers and not 
to take laundry to laundry office or to hand laun- 
dries. 

A general discussion was had on the prevailing 
wage law and its inclusion in all public contracts. 

Bakery Drivers—Informed the Council that non- 
union bakeries are getting city contracts; they will 
vigorously protest such action until it is stopped. 
Cleaners-Dyers—Requested all delegates to pat- 
ronize shops displaying the card of the union. 

Report of Law and Legislative Committee— 
Committee reported it has examined all bills deal- 
ing with the methods of figuring average weekly 
earnings under Section 12 of the workmen’s com- 
pensation act, and recommends that the Council 
indorse Assembly Bill No. 2118 on that subject, 
introduced by Assemblyman Burns and sponsored 
by the California State Federation of Labor. Com- 
mittee also recommended the adoption by the 
Council of a resolution, prepared at the suggestion 
of the Committee for the Modification of the Vol- 
stead Act and the unions affiliated with the Inter- 
national Union of Brewery Workers, seeking to 
have the delegates to the Convention for Repeal 
of the Eighteenth Amendment elected at large and 
each delegate pledged to vote either for or against 
the repeal. The Council concurred in the commit- 
tee’s report. 

Auditing Committee—Reported favorably on all 
bills, and warrants were ordered drawn for same. 

Receipts, $379.40; expenses, $328.73. 

Council adjourned at 9:45 p. m. 

Fraternally submitted. 

JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 


P. S. Members of affiliated unions are urged to 
demand the union label, card and button when 
making purchases. Also to patronize the Munici- 
pal Railway whenever possible. 5. O'G, 
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By calling for the union label on your purchases 
you create a demand for union workers. 


Printing Orders 
For APRIL 


—the month designated by the American 
Federation of Labor to direct particular 
attention to the Union Label, Card and 


Button. 
Ee ETT 
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Ask for the above emblem, which represents 
the product of Unions affiliated with the 


ALLIED PRINTING TRADES COUNCIL 
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Annual Ball of Musicians’ Union 


Will Be Acme of Entertainment 

Friday evening, May 21, is the date set for the 
annual ball of the Musicians’ Union, which will 
be held in the Civic Auditorium. 

Repeating the successful plans of last year’s 
ball, which was a history-making event in public 
entertainment, more than a score of nationally 
known dance orchestra leaders will co-operate, 
and the tinion expects to make this year’s pro- 
gram even more interesting than that of last year. 
A dance orchestra of 100 pieces will furnish the 
music. 

Bunny Buhson, last year’s music director, will 
again officiate, and the “popular leader” stunt will 
give opportunity for the personal appearance of 
Anson Weeks, Ted Fiorito, Walt Roesner, Eddie 
Peabody, Jay Brower, Val Valente, Meredith Wil- 
son, Walter Kelsey, Tom Coakley, Walter Beban, 
John Wolohan and Jesse Stafford. 

pS eee eee 
MOONEY MEETING SUNDAY 


A mass meeting to urge a new trial for Tom 
Mooney will be held at the Civic Auditorium, San 
Francisco, March 19, 1933, under the auspices of 
the Free Tom Mooney Conference, formed as a 
result of the call issued by the Tom Mooney Mold- 
ers’ Defense Committee. It is expected that the 
March 19 meeting will be the largest indoor 
Mooney rally ever held in the United States. The 
motion that Mooney be granted a new trial on 
the one remaining murder indictment pending 
since 1916 will be argued March 25 by Attorneys 
Frank P. Walsh of New York City and Leo Gal- 
lagher of Los Angeles, in Department 11 of the 
Superior Court, Judge Louis H. Ward presiding. 
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Teacher in the New York ghetto—Abraham, 
what is the difference between a cynic and a 
stoic? Abraham—The dishes are in the cynic and 
the stoic is the fella that brings the babies. 
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Help Roosevelt 
End the Depression 


By following the Suggestion of the 
A. F. of L. 

To Make April the Month of the Union 

Label, Shop Card and Working Button 


Unions Should Begin Now 
to Make Plans 


for this annual nation-wide drive which gives 
impetus to a continued demand for these 
emblems of fair working conditions and 


wages. 


Discuss the subject in your meetings, with 
your individual members and their families, 
with your friends not directly affiliated with 
organized labor, with those who recognize 
that Union Labor leads in the advance of 
living standards for ALL the people. 


San Francisco 
Trades Union Promotional League 
and Label Section 


LABOR TEMPLE 


So er nae Re La le Aa AIGRLOES Aig 


lriday, March 10, 1933 


PROMOTIONAL LEAGUE 


Official Minutes of Meeting Held March 1, 1933 


The Trades Union Promotional League held its 
ah Wednesday, March 1, 1933, in Mechan- 
’ Hall, Labor Temple. 


te meeting was eas to order by President 
A. W. Edwards at 8 p. m., and on roll call Sid 
l'rance and B. A. Bronddee were absent and ex- 
cused. 


Credentials: From Carpenters’ Union No. 483, 
ior Thomas Zant and Louis Stone. The credentials 
were accepted and Thomas Zant, being present, 
was seated. Brother G. L. Phillips of the Bill 
Posters and Bitters’ Union; being present, also 
was seated. 


Minutes of the previous meeting. held February 
15, were approved as read. 


Communications: From Building Trades Coun- 
cil, minutes, noting that the Best Foods Company 
is unfair; filed. From Union Label Trades Depart- 
ment, stating names of the campaign committee 
for the April Label Drive had been received; also 
making suggestions for plans to carry out to make 
the Drive a success; filed. From United Garment 
Workers’ Local No. 201 of Tacoma, Wash., stat- 
ing that the Day Clothing Company of that city, 
makers of Day’s Big Five and Day’s Tailored 
Wear, had terminated their agreement with the 
union and is now operating as an open shop fac- 
tory; referred to labor papers. From Kelleher & 
rowne, tailors, 716 Market street, stating that 
they are one of the tailoring firms using the union 
label of the Journeymen Tailors’ Union of Amer- 
ica, and requesting a demand for this label when 
ordering your next suit or overcoat; posted. 

Bills: Read and referred to the trustees; 
paid. 

Secretary’s Report: ace. ed in full. 

Reports of Unions: Tailors’ Union reported work 
at a standstill; expect the spring and Easter sea- 
to be better; request you to demand their 
union label when buying that Easter suit. Hatters’ 
Union reported conditions about the same; that 
O’Rourke & Eubanks’ Castle brand hats are not 
union-made; also the Hardeman hats are 
union; expect Brother Grace, who has been seri- 
ously ill, to be back on the job agitating for the 
label, card and button. Garment Workers’ Union 
No. 131 reported that the Eloesser- Heynemann 
Company has moved to its new plant; this is the 
only large union factory in San Francisco making 
union-made work clothes such as the Can’t Bust 
‘Em and Boss of the Road overalls and corduroys; 
whist party, Thursday, March 16, in Labor Tem- 
ple. Carpet Mechanics’ Union states conferences 
were held with their employers for a wage adjust- 
ment that terminated satisfactory to both. Mold- 
crs’ Union says buy local union-made stoves. 
Printing Pressmen and Bookbinders’ Unions both 
reported work very quiet. Bill Posters and Billers’ 
Union, reporting for the theatrical unions, stated 
that the Embassy Theater is employing fake union 
workers of a dual organization and is therefore 
unfair, Sign Painters’ Union stated work is quiet 
just now. Cracker Bakers and their Packers’ Aux- 
iliary Union reported work is fair; want to thank 
union men and women for their co-operation in 
curtailing the sales of the unfair San Francisco 
Biscuit Company of Seattle, Wash., and the Sun- 
land Biscuit Company of Los Angeles. Miscel- 
laneous Employees No. 110, reporting for the 
Culinary Workers, asks you to look for their 
‘ion house card before entering an eating place 
of any kind. Pile Drivers’ Union stated work is 
picking up and more of their members are going 
to work. Typographical Union reported commer- 
cial work not so good and new spaper work fair. 
Carpenters’ Union No. 483 requests that if you 

‘ave any spring building plans or repair work done 


ordered 


son 


non- 


THE LABOR CLARION 
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you give the work to a union contractor or union 
carpenter. Janitors’ Union also reported on the un- 
fair Embassy Theater. Bakers’ Union is request- 
ing your sincere co-operation for its Union Bake 
Shop Card; demand it; will hold their dance at 
California Hall May 6. Stereotypers and Electro- 
typers’ Union reported work bad. Grocery Clerks’ 
Union requested a demand for the monthly union 
button; are opposed to any reduction of the mini- 
mum wage for women. Office Employees’ Union 
reported there will be an election April 11 on char- 
ter amendments for reduction of pay to city em- 
ployees; any statement that the city employees 
are in favor of this wage cut is not true. Mill- 
men’s Union reported work very quiet; demand 
the union stamp when buying millwork. Ladies’ 
Auxiliary of the League stated that members are 
consistently demanding the union label, card and 
button; is sending out notices to increase their 
membership. 


Committee Reports: Visiting Committee stated 
they have visited all unions possible and are wait- 
ing to see what the results will be. Trustees report 
they have not as yet gone over the report of the 
secretary-treasurer; instructed to do so at once. 

New Business: On the matter of the April 
Campaign for the Union Label, Shop Card and 
Working Button it was moved and seconded to 
get prices on about 500 quarter cards and their 
distribution and the cost of advertising in the two 
labor papers and that the League spend up to 
$100; amended that the Agitation Committee pro- 
ceed on this form of publicity. Accepted as the 
original motion with consent of the second. 
Amended that the entire subject matter be referred 
to the Agitation Committee with full power to 
act. This amendment carried. Motion made and 
seconded that the committee be allowed to spend 
up to $100. Amended that part of this sum be for 
advertising in the labor papers. Chair ruled this 
amendment out of order inasmuch as the meeting 
had already voted to refer the entire subject mat- 
ter to the Agitation Committee. On appeal from 
the decision of the chair the ruling of the chair 
was reversed. On vote the amendment was car- 
ried. On vote the motion as amended carried. 


Trustees’ Report: Stated they had gone care- 
fully over the report of the secretary-treasurer 
and found all accounts correct. Report was 
cepted. 

Receipts, $140.81; bills paid, $113.15. 


Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 10 3..an}, 
Delegates were requested to remain and view the 
two moving pictures, which were “The Sugar 
Trail” and “In Batik Land.” They were enjoyed 
by all. The next meeting will be held Wednesday, 
March 15, 1933, in Mechanics’ Hall, Labor Temple. 
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American with the union label. 
American with a union card.” 
lraternally submitted. 


Employ 


W. G. DESEPTE, Secretary. 
————= 
NATIONAL GROCERIES 
ADVERTISED TOBACCO 
PRODUCTS TOILETRIES 
SOLD PROVISIONS 
HERE SHOES 
FOR DRY GOODS 
LESS 
WE ALWAYS UNDERSELL 


APRIL LABEL CAMPAIGN 


The 


Union Label Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor is now preparing 
for the annual union label campaign which will be 
conducted during April. 

All international unions affiliated with the de- 
partment and all central labor unions affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor have been 
invited to take an active part in this campaign. 

“While the Union Label Trades Department 
conducts a continuous campaign for the union 
label, shop card and button, each year, for the 
period of one month, this special campaign is con- 
ducted for the benefit of organized labor in gen- 
eral,” John J. Manning, secretary-treasurer of the 
Union Label Trades Department, said. 

“This is a sort of revival to renew the interest 
and enthusiasm of trades unionists and_ their 
friends in the union label. 

“Each year, in this way, new converts to the 
cause are made. If given the support such a cam- 
paign merits, there is no doubt but it will greatly 
relieve unemployment among trades unionists. 

“All localities are urged to take part in the cam- 
paign as a matter of self-preservation against un- 
fair employers and those opposed to organized 
labor. 

“This can be done by holding mass meetings to 
which speakers who are able to explain the great 
value of spending union-earned money for the 
products and services of organized labor should be 
invited. The radio, newspapers and advertising of 
all kinds can be successfully used. The distribution 
of literature is a great help in campaigns of this 
kind. Free literature is supplied by the Union 
Label Trades Department to those requesting it.” 
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sy calling for the union label on your purchases 
you create a demand for union workers. 
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Phone MArket 0170 UNION STORE 


BROWN & KENNEDY 


FLORAL ARTISTS 
Funeral Work a Specialty—Lowest Prices 


3089 Sixteenth St., Near Valencia San Francisco 
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The shortest cut 
to real savings 
Buy everything at 


MARKE 
AMADA THEATER 


STREET 


| 
see AS | 


1041 MARKET STREET 


YOU CAN HELP 


Keep Loeal Workers 


Employed 


Insist on these brands 2 


CANT _ EM poss.ROAD 


SAN FRANCISCO’S BIG VALUES IN UNION MADE WORK CLOTHES 


Twelve 


ASK MINIMUM WAGE LAW 


In a special message to the Legislature, Gov- 
ernor Lehman urged the immediate enactment of 
legislation to establish a minimum wage for 
women and minors in industrial employment, says 
a dispatch from Albany, N. Y. 

“The evidence is overwhelming that, especially 
as to women and children, the depression has been 
exploited by some short-sighted and selfish em- 
ployers who pay wages unreasonably low and not 
at all commensurate with the value of the service 
rendered.” the message said. 

“Instances have come to my attention of the 
payment to women of wages as low as $4 for a 
full work week.” 

Ruthless employers are driving wages down to 
starvation standards and rely on charity relief to 
pay the difference between their garbage-can rates 
and what it costs to keep alive, according to a 


statement by the Consumers’ League of New 
York. 
The league derived its information from the 


examination of employers’ applications for work- 
ers filed with the State Employment Service 
and with such private exchanges as the Young 
Women’s Christian Association and the Girls’ Ser- 
vice League. 

Corroborative evidence was found in the social 
service case records of a number of hospitals. The 
report was made by Helene P. Gans. 

To remedy the deplorable situation revealed by 
the report the Consumers’ League recommended 
mandatory minimum wage legislation. “At this 
time,” the report said, “the employer who wants 
to pay his workers a living wage is helpless; he 
must produce as cheaply as possible because his 
competitor will undercut him by paying 


wages. 


lower 


SAVINGS COMMERCIAL 


pes December 31st, 1932 
United States and Other Bonds, 


Loans on Real Estate... 
Loans on Bonds and Other Securities 
Bank Buildings and Lots, 

(value over $2,135,000.00) on books at 
Other Real Estate, 


(value over $500,000.00) on books at. 


Cash ........ Becesestistneae ees 


Liabilities— 
Due Depositors 
Capital Stock 
Reserve and Contingent Funds... 


Total... a 


MISSION BRANCH 
PARK-PRESIDO BRANCH 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BANK] 


INCORPORATED PEBRUARY 10TH, 1668 


One of the Oldest Banks in California, the Assets of which have 
never been increased by mergers or consolidations with other Banks 


MEMBER ASSOCIATED SAVINGS BANKS OF SAN FRANCISCO 


526 California Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


(value $64, 171,686.00) on books at............_..$ 61,081,697.82 


. — 1,278,738.75 


Pension Fund, (value over $800,000.00) on books at 


aeeeee $157,464,626.93 


The following additional statement may be of interest to the Doepositors of the Bank: 


| 
! 
Pieces $151,114,626.93 | 
‘ | 
The Earnings of the Bank for the entire Fiscal Year ending December 31st, 1932 | 


were as follows: 
Income __ —_$7,564,580.66 
Expenses and Taxes___ = Cts«#906,735.60 
Net Profits _. $6,657,845.06 


The above does not include Interest due on Loans but not yet collected 


Mission and 21st Streets 


HAIGHT STREET BRANCH __ Haske end oeden tas 
WEST PORTAL BRANCH West Portal Ave. and Ulloa Se. 


Dividends on Deposits es declared quarterly by the Board 
of Directors, are Computed Monthly and Compounded 
Quarterly,and may be withdrawn quarterly. 


THE LABOR CLARION 


“The worker furnishes a large percentage of 
the purchasing power of the nation, and this is 
lessened as wages come down; so that even if 
the manufacturer is able to produce at low cost 
there are relatively few who can pay. A legal 
minimum wage guarantees him a market as well 
as protection against his wage-cutting competitor.” 

eo 
WHIST PARTY NEXT THURSDAY 


Another of those enjoyable whist parties which 
the Garment Workers’ Union has been holding 
monthly for some time past will be held next 
Thursday in the Labor Temple, beginning at 8:30 
p. m. The admission price is but 25 cents, and 
the proceeds go to the relief fund of the union. 
There should be the usual large attendance. 

+ —— 
INDIANA ADOPTS SALES TAX 


Despite the opposition of organized labor, the 
Indiana Legislature has adopted the gross income- 
sales tax law. Organized labor, however, has ob- 
tained several important laws, including old-age 
pensions, abolition of the “yellow dog” contract. 
and the restriction of labor injunctions. Two other 


measures of interest to labor are pending. 
———__—_ 


New Home of Chicago Musicians 
Opened With Big Celebration 


With a grand galaxy of trade union officials 
and radio stars ‘doing their stuff,” the new home 
of the Chicago Federation of Musicians was dedi- 
cated the night of February 27, according to Chi- 
cago advices. 

Nationally known announcers and famous bands, 
including Ben Bernie “and all the lads,” broad- 
casted in words, music and what have you the 
news of the dedication of the “temple of music.” 

President James C. Petrillo was lauded by many 
speakers. Congratulations came by telephone and 
wire while the great celebration was in progress. 


TRUST | 


73,596,959.27 
1.00 


1.00 
21,507,228.09 


1,000,000.00 
5,350,000.00 


$157,464,626.93 


Friday, March 10, 1933 


Labor Bureau Sees Little Sign 
Of Favorable Developments 


Reviewing general economic conditions, “Facts 
for Workers,” the monthly economic news letter 
published by the Labor Bureau, Inc., says that 
about the only favorable development in the past 
month was a seasonal spurt in automobile manu- 
facture, which might have been larger if the pro- 
duction of the new Ford had not been held up by 
strikes against low wages and bad working condi- 
tions in body building plants. 

“Meanwhile other factors in the industrial situ- 
ation have become worse,” the review says. “The 
level of commodity prices has, after its spurt of 
last summer, fallen to a new low, under the for- 
mer depression low of last June. The drop has 
come chiefly in agricultural commodities, which 
experienced the rise of last summer. The result 
is that the disparity between the prices received 
by the farmer and the prices of industrial products 
is wider than ever.” 

—-—_— &_ —_ —_—_ 
THE JOKE’S ON THE PUBLIC 

Personally we are always able to get some 
amusement out of a ringing exhortation to “Buy 
American!” that is printed on Canadian news- 
print paper.—Nashville “Banner.” 
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FINE UNION-TAILORED CLOTHES 
At a Price You Like to Pay 


FAIR B Ss UNION 
ALWAYS TAILOR 
624 Market Street 
ae 


FIFTH near MARKET STREET 


